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Minutes 

 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 12th of March 2019 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Jeff Nicholls         (JN) : Earith PC 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Co-opted member 

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Margaret King  (MK) : St. Ives TC 

Peter Smith  (PS) : Co-opted member 

Sam Griffin  (SG) : Headteacher, St. Ivo School 

Eda McPherson  (EM) : Holywell & Needingworth PC 

Margaret Lumb  (ML) : Chairman 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 
Apologies had been received from Colin Saunderson, Andy Bush, Jill Tavener, Dave McCandless and 
Tony Hulme. 
The meeting welcomed Sam Griffin, Headteacher of the Ivo School. 
. 

2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of the meeting held on 8th January 2019 
 

Proposed JN: Seconded  MK:  All in favour. 
 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

RSC Bank Account Signatories: 
Still in progress 
 
Willow Hall Farm Planning Application: 

 

This application was on the agenda for the CCC planning meeting on January 24th but has now been 
deferred, probably until April. Further objections have been received. 
 



 
 
Busway Problems: 

OM said that there were continuing problems with vehicles other than buses attempting to drive along the 
busway. One recent incident involved this HGV at Longstanton.  
 

 

 

 

It is hard to understand why this keeps happening when the signage is clear. 
 

4. Correspondence 
 

A letter was received from Nick Dean, the Chief Constable of Cambridgeshire, in response to a letter from 
the RSC expressing concern at the lack of improvement in road safety. The letter is attached as an 
appendix. 
The Chief Constable states that the Constabulary is committed to reducing the number of road casualties 
and has adopted Vison Zero which is a European initiative to reduce the number of KSI casualties on roads 
to zero by 2050. But there is no mention of how this very ambitious objective will be achieved. 
 
The basic principle of ‘Vision Zero’ is that no loss of life is acceptable. Based on the fact that humans make 
mistakes it takes responsibility for road safety away from road users and places it on the road system 
design. It also advocates reducing all current 30mph limits to 20mph, zero tolerance of speeding and fines 
proportionate to income and the severity of the offence. 
 
Action: OM to respond and ask how Vision Zero is to be achieved. 
 
NB commented that it was a politician’s letter. 

 
 

5. School Road Safety 
 
SG described some of the issues relating to road safety that were causing concern. These included 
parents dropping off children in Knights Way, the speed and behaviour of through traffic on the main road 
and also student behaviour. There are 2 crossings on Houghton Road but only one causes a problem. 
 



The numbers being dropped off at school are fairly small and constitute less than 5% of the school 
population. Most kids walk or cycle. Some drivers who park badly can become abusive if spoken to.  The 
school would lend its support to the RSC to improve the quality of the crossings. There is no funding  
available from Children’s Services. We can’t use our own funds for work off-site. 
 
ML:I would suggest  a meeting with police, highways and also the crime commissioner.  
 
PS: I agree about the numbers involved. The situation is much worse at Thorndown because more parents 
drive their kids to school. The lower crossing is the most dangerous because the space on the north side is 
restricted but 30 or more children can be crowded on to it.  
 

 
 
Houghton Road crossing with restricted space on North side. 
 

 
SG: Perhaps there is also an opportunity for the RSC to engage with the school leadership groups to 
discuss the problems. Cycling could be included in the dialogue. 
 
JC: 27 more houses will be built that will use the High Leys exit.  
 
SG: We can’t stop parents driving to the school. The situation round the school is complex. Compared to 
other school there are real geographic issues that increase risk levels.  
EM: People need to drop kids on the way to work. A designated drop-off area would help.  
NB: Is there a school council? 
SG: Yes. There  is also a 6th form eco-awareness group that would be interested in discussing 
environmental issues such as pollution.  

 
Actions: ML to set up a meeting as discussed above. OM to provide information on environmental 
monitoring. 

 
 



 
6. Cambs Road Safety Strategy 

 
OM presented the latest figures from CCC which are complete up until November 2018. The very low 
number of fatalities in the first 5 months has proved to be a statistical blip and levels of KSI have reverted 
to previous levels. It looks very much as if the CPRSP target of KSI figures below 246 by  2020 will be 
missed. If this is the case it makes the prospects for achieving Vision Zero look very bleak indeed. 

 
KSI casualties in Cambridgeshire    

 
   

Month 

2015 2016  2017 2018* 

Fatal Serious Fatal Serious Fatal  Serious Fatal Serious 

January 4 13 2 17 6  28 1 20 

February 2 14 3 17 4  30 1 9 

March 4 12 5 12 3  28 0 19 

April 1 23 4 18 1  21 1 28 

May 2 30 0 20 4  33 0 18 

June 1 21 3 34 3  43 5 40 

July 3 18 1 25 3  28 5 33 

August 1 17 4 34 3  18 1 21 

          

September 4 21 3 43 1 

 

22 2 45 

October 5 29 1 28 3  24 1 33 

November 1 29 3 30 6 

 

26 5 35 

December 2 29 4 37 4  36     

Total 30 256 33 315 41  337 22 301 

KSI data provided by Cambridge County Council.  2018* figures are provisional. 
   

7. Wheatsheaf Crossroads 
 

ML read out a letter from Steve Criswell concerning the RSC efforts to improve safety at the Wheatsheaf 
Junction.   The letter objected to the way in which the RSC have been investigating this issue and 
communicating directly with council officers. This is considered by Cllr Criswell to be an unnecessary 
duplication of effort. The letter also objected to the contents of the letter written by the RSC to Shailesh 
Vara the MP from North West Cambridgeshire describing some of the comments as flippant. However the 
letter does say that an ‘Options Appraisal’ is being planned for several problem junctions and the 
Wheatsheaf junction is on the list. 
 
JC: The RSC will not be supported. This is the same behaviour as before when the activities of the 
committee were criticised. We need to reply to this letter. 
ML: Will meet Cllr Criswell and express the reaction of the committee to the content and tone of his letter. 
The parishes are clear they want to RSC to continue.  

 
OM:  Figures from the Roadwatch survey gave average speeds over a week. These figures are shown in 
the table below along with the historical speed data from the camera. The recorded speeds suggest that a 
50mph speed limit would be only marginally less than the speed of the  85th percentile. 
 

Speed Data 
Month Year Average 85th Percentile 
October  2002 52.73 61.38 
December  2004 43.21 52.21 
April  2005 45.42 56.25 



September  2005 42.96 52.63 
April 2006 44.22 54.00 
June 2006 46.53 58.92 
August 2007 47.82 58.71 
May  2009 44.85 56.18 
December  2010 43.58 52.20 
May 2011 45.33 55.74 
March 2012 45.09 54.67 
February 2019 44.20 52.00 

 
If the Mick George Haul Road goes ahead, as seems likely, there will be a lot more HGV vehicles using 
this route on a daily   basis. 
   
ML said that there was a site meeting at Envar on February 27th.  Unfortunately no-one from Highways 
was available. Driver behaviour at the junction was observed and it was clear that many people were 
uncertain and anxious. Although Envar had not been in favour of an offset junction so close to their 
entrance they did think it would be possible to offset the eastern junction further to the south. But we have 
not had any response from Highways to our questions regarding the cost of an offset junction.  
 
The updated options for the Wheatsheaf Junction are shown in an appendix to these minutes. 

 
8. Watching Items 

 
Item 6: Low Road/Harrison Way 
 
NB: Trees on the roundabout are a detriment to visibility. There used to be a 3 feet rule for the height of 
trees. ML will check on this 

OM: CS claimed that the Vindis site had been removed from the development plan. Not sure if this is the 
case. 

 
Item 31: Hill Rise 
 
PS: There is the additional problem of people jumping the traffic lights. There does seem to be a problem 
with the phasing of the lights here. 
ML: We did ask the council if they could install intelligent lights. This was deemed to be too expensive. 
 
Item 49: Morrison’s Store: 

 
CS has spent some time here but had not witnessed any problems.  
EM had seen people turning right on 2 occasions.  There is also a problem with people approaching the 
30mph zone at high speed. There are no warnings or speed reductions before the 30mph is reached.  
OM: Perhaps we should put this area near Morrisons on the Watching List and wait for further evidence 
before approaching Highways.  
 
Item 50: Vegetation Cutting 

Nothing to report. 
 
Item 51: Needingworth – Meadow Lane Junction 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
Item 52: Sawtry way Speed Limit Reduction.   



OM reported that the LHI bid for Sawtry Way had been rejected. The report on this application supplied by 

DM will be circulated with the minutes.  

9. Reports from members 
 

NB, Wyton:  
The new bus stop on the A1123 is now finished and in operation. 
 
PS, St.Ives:  Travelling along Harrison Way from the Hemingford direction the signs for the Guided 
Busway are not clear. The existing signs are also oddly worded and slightly ambiguous.  This may be one 
reason that people are driving on to the busway. Perhaps they should be reworded and repositioned.  
 
JN: 
Speedwatch is once again active in Earith organized by Wendy Oldfield. Earith has also been successful 
with a minor LHI bid for a road improvement.  
 
OM:  
Received the following email from Judith Barnes. 
 
Good evening  
Margaret Shardlow sent me your e mail address and said you’d be happy to hear from me re parking and 
traffic using the old bridge in St Ives. 
I did go to the town meeting last week and suggested that it was time the various councils and police 
authorities sat down and made some decisions on the way forward on these issues. 
I live in Enderby’s Wharf and use the bridge most days. I am horrified by the number of vehicles which use 
the bridge illegally. 
I have had a number of interesting altercations with motorists many of whom purport to not understand the 
signage. It’s not rocket science to suggest that this could be simplified and yet over and over again 
excuses are made with everyone denying responsibility.  
Do you have any sway? 
 
Regards 
 
Judith Barnes  
17 Enderby’s Wharf  
 
PS: Traffic should not be there. The signage is quite clear.  
MK: There is a complete lack of enforcement. 
NB: Is the Town Council  aware of this? 
MK: Town Council  is aware. Judith Barnes should take the matter up with them. 
ML: Forward the email to Alice Draper. 
 
DM, Community Road Watch:  
 
Speeding figures sent by DM show significant problems persisting in a number of villages. The report from 
CRW is appended to these minutes. 

 

10.  Items for Further Consideration  - None 
 
 

11. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday  May 14th 2019 
Tuesday   July 9th 2019 

 Tuesday  September  10th 2019 



 

 



 



 

 



Wheatsheaf Options 

 
 
 
 

 Speed 

Reduction 

Reduces 

driver 

uncertainty 

Traffic Flow Affordability Comments 

Roundabout Yes Yes Some reduction £500,000 -> £1,000,000 Too expensive 

Traffic Lights Yes Yes Significant 

reduction 

£350,000 Too expensive and not a popular option 

Offset Junction No Yes No change Somewhere between 

cost of roundabout and 

traffic lights according to 

Steve Criswell. 

Site inspection suggests this would not 

really work if offset junction is closer to 

Envar but moving it further south might be 

ok. 

Speed Limit 

Reduction 

Yes No Possible 

reduction 

<£10000 Looked at 18 months ago according to SC. 

Police opposed to any reduction. 

Operational 

Digital Speed 

Camera 125m 

from junction 

Slight No No Change Paid for by CCC 

£500k for new cameras 

next year 

This has now been confirmed by CCC for 

implementation in 2019 

SIDs Slight No No Change £3500 each  

Better Signage No Yes No change £1000 approximately Envar have agreed to pay for this. 

Junction Lights No Yes No change TBA Most recorded accidents have occurred 

during daylight hours. 


